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Education and degrees completed 

Doctor of Philosophy, University of London (LSE), UK, 31 December 1997 

Master in Social Sciences, University of Turku, Faculty of Social Sciences, October 1992  

Docent, University of Tampere (2005), University of Helsinki (2005), Turku (2006)  

 

Current position 

University of Turku, Department of Philosophy, Contemporary History and Political Science, 

Professor (permanent appointment), 1 Sept 2012 –  

 

Responsible project leader   

Rational Choice, Political Competition and Democracy, Academy of Finland (Aug 1999 – Dec 

2002)  

Deliberative Challenges and Challenges of Deliberative Democracy. Academy of Finland (Aug 

2006 – Dec 2011) 

Democratic Reasoning: Deliberation, Accountability and Trust in Representative Democracies, 

Academy of Finland (PI, €780636, Sept 2014 – 31 Aug 2018) 

New Forms of Democracy in Finland, Finnish Government (PI, €181708, Jan 2015 – Dec 2016) 

Participation in Long-Term Decision-Making (PALO), Strategic Research Council, Academy of 

Finland (PI, €4448064, Sept 2018 – Jan 2022) 

Preparing for the next waves: towards cooperative and legitimate pandemic governance in Europe, 

Academy of Finland Covid-19 Special Funding (PI, €200000, - 31 Dec 2022) 

Facing Systemic Chance Together (FACTOR), Academy of Finland Special Funding (PI, 

€1610013, Feb 2021- Nov 2024) 

Foresight and Future Generations in Law-Making (FORGE), Finnish Government (PI, €200.00, Jan 

– Sept 2022) 

 

Supervision experience 

Co-supervisor of Staffan Himmelroos’s PhD thesis, Åbo Akademi University (defended 2012). 

Supervisor of Juha Ylisalo’s PhD thesis, University of Turku (defended 2017) 

Supervisor of Maija Jäske’s PhD thesis, University of Turku (defended January 2019) 

Supervisor of Mikko Leino’s PhD thesis, University of Turku (defended December 2021) 

Currently supervisor of four active PhD students in political science at University of Turku. 

Supervisor of Master’s theses in political science at University of Turku.  
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Other scientific merits 

Examiner of theses 

Pre-examiner and opponent of a PhD thesis, University of Tampere (2010); opponent of a PhD 

thesis, University of Tampere (2011); opponent of a licenciate thesis, Åbo Akademi University 

(2012); pre-examiner of a PhD thesis, Åbo Akademi University (2015); opponent of a PhD thesis, 

University of Tampere (2017); member of a PhD thesis committee, University of Zürich (2019) and 

University of London (KCL) (2021); pre-examiner of a PhD thesis, Tampere University (2021) 

 

Invited keynote speeches  

Workshop Political Crisis in Europe - Direct Democratic Answers, Andrássy University, Budapest, 

May 2012 

Workshop and conference on Democratic Experiments, University of Iceland, May 2016 

Doctoral Program Democracy Studies (NCCR Democracy), Grindelwald, Switzerland, January 

2017 

Conference Direct Democracy v. Populism, University of Geneva, May 2019 

Conference Democratic Renewal, University of Leuven, September 2019 

 

Other expert positions 

Expert member of the Committee considering the revision of the Finnish Constitution (2009-10) 

and the committee preparing the law on agenda initiative (2011)  

Frequently interviewed for media on direct democracy (referendums and citizens’ initiatives) and 

several popularizing articles on new forms of democracy. 

  

Memberships and positions of trust in scientific societies 

Editor of journal Politiikka 2003–2004 

Co-editor of Scandinavian Political Studies 2005–2008 

Member of the steering group of the ECPR Standing Group on Democratic Innovations, 2010-2015 

Chair of FINDEM network enhancing collaboration in democracy research at ÅA and UTU 2016-

2019 

Deputy Head of Department, Department of Philosophy, Contemporary History and Political 

Science, 2017-2019 

Member of the editorial board of International Political Science Review, 2018-, Pro et Contra Book 

Series by Helsinki University Press 2020- 

 

More than 60 peer reviewed articles, book chapters and books; ten most important 

publications listed below 

1. Setälä, Maija (1999): Referendums and Democratic Government. Normative Theory and the 

Analysis of Institutions. Basingstoke: Macmillan Press. 

2. Setälä, Maija (2006): On the Problems of Responsibility and Accountability in Referendums. 

European Journal of Political Research 45(5): 701-723. 

3. Grönlund, Kimmo; Setälä, Maija (2007): Political Trust, Satisfaction and Voter Turnout. 

Comparative European Politics: 400-422. 



4. Setälä, Maija; Grönlund, Kimmo; Herne, Kaisa (2010): Citizen deliberation on nuclear power: A 

comparison of two decision-making methods. Political Studies 58(4): 688–714. 

5. Setälä, Maija; Schiller, Theo (eds.) (2012): Citizens’ Initiatives in Europe. Basingstoke: Palgrave. 

6. Grönlund, Kimmo; Herne, Kaisa; Setälä, Maija (2015): Does enclave deliberation polarize 

opinions? Political Behavior 37(4): 995-1020. 

7. Grönlund, Kimmo; Bächtiger, André; Setälä, Maija (eds.) (2014): Deliberative Mini-Publics. 

Colchester: ECPR Press. 

8. Christensen Henrik Serup; Jäske, Maija; Setälä, Maija; Laitinen, Elias (2017): The Finnish 

Citizens’ Initiative – Towards Inclusive Agenda-Setting? Scandinavian Political Studies 40(4): 

411-433. 

9. Setälä, Maija (2017): Connecting Deliberative Mini-Publics to Representative Decision-Making. 

European Journal of Political Research 56: 846–863. 

10. Setälä, Maija; Christensen, Henrik Serup; Leino, Mikko; Strandberg, Kim; Bäck, Maria; Jäske, 

Maija (2020): Deliberative mini-publics facilitating voter knowledge and judgement: Experience 

from a Finnish local referendum. Representation. https://doi.org/10.1080/00344893.2020.1826565 
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